




July 18th 2005

Dear Ms Patir,

The TMB at its meeting in June 2005 passed a Resolution ( TMB Resolution 38/2005)  on the development of  ISO’s SR guidance standard.  As members of the WG working with the issue, Consumers International feel a need to draw to the attention of the TMB that the decision making process taken in reaching the resolution and to some extent, the resolution itself was not an optimal one and does not give the members of the WG confidence that the basic principles of good governance will be applied both within the WG, but also in its relationship with the TMB and ISO. 

Consumers International’s concerns are on the following points, which we feel have not been addressed adequately in the clarification letter from the TMB. 

TMB members did not have an opportunity before the meeting to prepare a position with time to consult and gather a broader understanding of the issue at hand.

The fact that a brief from the WG leadership and CAG was not asked for, in regard to this substantive issue also seems a little strange, especially taking into account all the efforts ISO has made to make a better and more legitimate and  inclusive stakeholder process, for the development of SR-tools. Consumer International consider that  it would have been better to have waited to take a decision after this issue could be debated further during the next meeting of the ISO TMB WG on SR, in order to make the process more open and transparent.

To Consumers International it is still not clear why TMB saw a need for this sudden and unexpected involvement in an ongoing discussion between experts, within the WG. Therefore, we believe it is necessary for the TMB to give a detailed explanation of the reasons for issuing the resolution, to the WG. It would be helpful, and we believe necessary, to also inform the WG of actions taken to avoid a repetition of this  type of problem in the future .  

We hope that TMB will recognize the need for regaining the confidence of all stakeholder groups in the transparency and legitimacy of the ISO work in the SR field and that TMB will take due action to ensure this.

Respectfully, 

Villy Dyhr



Bjarne Pedersen

CI-member of WG and CAG

CI-member of WG

